
Barack Obama
➢ February 1

➢ Moved to Chicago in 1985 to work 

for a church-based group seeking to 

improve living conditions in poor 

neighborhoods plagued with crime 

and high unemployment. 

➢ In 1991, Obama graduated from 

Harvard Law School where he was 

the first African American president of 

the Harvard Law Review.

➢In 2008, was voted as the 44th

President of the United States.

➢First African American President in 

American History.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Dr. Charles Drew
➢ February 2

➢ was an American surgeon and 

medical researcher. 

➢He researched in the field of blood 

transfusions, developing improved 

techniques for blood storage, and 

applied his expert knowledge to 

developing large-scale blood banks 

early in World War II. 

➢Drew started what would be later 

known as bloodmobiles, which were 

trucks containing refrigerators of 

stored blood; this allowed for greater 

mobility in terms of transportation as 

well as prospective donations.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Oprah Winfrey
➢ February 3

➢ In 1998, Winfrey began Oprah's 

Angel Network, a charity aimed at 

encouraging people around the world 

to make a difference in the lives of 

underprivileged others.

➢ With a 2000 net-worth of $800 

million, Winfrey is believed to have 

been the richest African American of 

the 20th century.  The most recent 

estimate of her wealth is at least $1.5 

billion.

➢ At the end of the 20th century, Life

magazine listed Winfrey as both the 

most influential woman and the most 

influential black person of her 

generation, and in a cover story 

profile the magazine called her 

"America's most powerful woman".

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Rosa Parks
➢ February 4

➢ Dubbed by the U.S. Congress as 

the "Mother of the Modern-Day Civil 

Rights Movement". 

➢ Parks is famous for her refusal on 

December 1, 1955 to obey bus driver 

James Blake's demand that she 

relinquish her seat to a white 

passenger. 

➢ After she was charged, this led to 

the Montgomery Bus Boycott which 

lasted for a little over a year.

➢ Her role in American history earned 

her an iconic status in American 

culture, and her actions have left an 

enduring legacy for civil rights 

movements around the world. 

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Tony Dungy
➢ February 5

➢First NFL Coach to defeat all 32 

NFL teams.

➢ Dungy was the youngest assistant 

coach in NFL history (age 25) 

➢ Coached in Super Bowl XLI against 

good friend Lovie Smith.  Both 

coaches were the first African-

American coaches to coach in a 

Super Bowl.

➢ Dungy is the First African-American 

coach to win the Super Bowl.

➢ Dungy is the third head coach in 

the history of NFL who has won a 

Super Bowl both as a player and a 

head coach. 

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Sojourner Truth
➢ February 6

➢ Truth left to make her way traveling 

and preaching about abolition in 1843. 

➢ Sojourner spoke about abolition, 

women's rights, prison reform, and 

preached to the Michigan Legislature 

against capital punishment. 

➢ In 1850, William Lloyd Garrison 

privately published her book, The 

Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A 

Northern Slave.

➢ In May 1851 she attended the Ohio 

Women's Rights Convention in Akron, 

Ohio where she delivered her famous 

speech: “Ain't I a Woman.”

➢ In 1865, while working at the 

Freedman's Hospital in 

Washington,D.C., she rode in the 

streetcars to help force desegregation.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Colin Powell
➢ February 7

➢ Served as Secretary of State from 

January 2001 to January 2005 under 

George W. Bush.

➢ Powell was the highest ranking 

African-American in the executive 

branch and was the highest ranking 

African-American in the military in the 

history of the United States. 

➢ Served as a professional soldier for 

35 years and took on many positions, 

the highest rank being “General.”

➢ After September 11, Powell's job 

became of critical importance in 

managing America's relationships with 

foreign countries in order to secure a 

stable coalition in the War on 

Terrorism. 

Source:

Wikipedia.com



“I Have A Dream” (key quotes) 
-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

➢ February 8

"It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of the 

Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. 

Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning. Those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off 

steam and will now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual." 

"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the 

color of their skin but by the content of their character." 

"Let freedom ring. And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring—when we let it ring from 

every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when 

all of God's children—black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics—will be 

able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: "Free at last! Free at last! Thank God 

Almighty, we are free at last!" 

"I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 'We hold 

these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.'I have a dream that one day on the red hills 

of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together 

at a table of brotherhood." 

"This is our hope. This is the faith with which I return to the South. With this faith we will be able to hew out 

of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling 

discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work 

together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, 

knowing that we will be free one day." 

Source:

Wikipedia.com, youtube.com



Maya Angelou
➢ February 9

➢ A writer, best known for her first 

work, an autobiography, called I Know 

Why the Caged Bird Sings.

➢ Was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, 

Emmy and Tony Awards.  She won a 

Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word 

Album for On the Pulse of Morning. 

➢ Angelou was the first African-

American woman admitted to the 

Directors Guild of America.

➢ Her autobiographies reflect on her 

own life struggles and issues 

surrounding race.

➢ In her book, The Heart of a Woman,

Angelou made a commitment to 

promote black civil rights and examine 

the nature of racial oppression, racial 

progress and racial integration.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Jackie Robinson
➢ February 10

➢ Robinson became the first African-

American to play in the Major League 

Baseball in the modern era.  He played 

with the Dodgers.

➢ Jackie became the first African-

American inducted into the Baseball 

Hall of Fame in 1962.

➢ Robinson was a key figure in the 

establishment and growth of the 

Freedom Bank, an African-American 

owned and controlled entity, in the 

1960’s.

➢ Jackie also wrote a syndicated 

newspaper column for a number of 

years, in which he was an outspoken 

supporter of both Martin Luther King 

Jr. and less so Malcolm X.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



February 11th

Langston Hughes

➢ was an American poet, 

social activist, novelist, 

playwright, and columnist 

from Joplin, Missouri.

➢ One of the earliest 

innovators of the then-new 

literary art form called jazz 

poetry.

➢ Hughes is best known as 

a leader of the Harlem 

Renaissance.

https://en.wikipedi

a.org/wiki/Langsto

n_Hughes



Garrett A. Morgan 
➢ February 12

➢ Inventor of the following common-

day items: traffic lights, gas masks, 

hair-straightening preparation

➢ Morgan opened his own sewing 

machine and repair shop where he 

discovered a liquid that gave sewing 

machine needles a nice polish also 

could work as a fabric and hair 

straightener.

➢ Morgan’s gas-mask invention saved 

the lives of 32 men in a tunnel 

explosion.  He was awarded many 

medals for this invention.

➢ The inspiration for the traffic light 

came from witnessing a collision 

between an automobile and horse-

drawn carriage.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Serena Williams
➢ February 13

➢ She has won 23 Grand Slam singles 

titles, the most by any player in the 

Open Era, and the second-most of all 

time behind Margaret Court (24).

➢ She has also won four Olympic gold 

medals

➢ Was inspired by her father to play 

tennis. 

➢ Her sister, Venus Williams, has also 

become well-renowned for her tennis 

abilities.

➢ The Women's Tennis Association 

ranked her world No. 1 in singles on 

eight separate occasions between 2002 

and 2017. 

➢ Has her own line of designer clothing 

called Aneres, her name spelled 

backward.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Coretta Scott King & 

Martin Luther King Jr.

➢ February 14

➢ Married on June 18, 1953.

➢ Both played a major role in paving 

the way for the Civil Rights Movement.

➢ Martin was a very strong public 

speaker and would promote non-

violence and equal treatment for all.

➢ Martin also led non-violent protests 

against segregation in the South.  

One of the most famous was the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott.

➢ The March on Washington was led 

by Martin in an attempt to end racial 

discrimination.

➢ Coretta established the King Center 

as a legacy to Martin Luther King Jr. 

and to keeping his dream alive.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



John Lewis

➢ February 15

➢ was an American politician, 

statesman, and civil rights activist and 

leader who served in the United 

States House of Representatives for 

Georgia's 5th congressional district.

➢ Lewis was one of the "Big Six" 

leaders of groups who organized the 

1963 March on Washington. 

➢ In 1965, Lewis led the first of three 

Selma to Montgomery marches 

across the Edmund Pettus Bridge. In 

an incident which became known as 

Bloody Sunday, state troopers and 

police attacked the marchers, 

including Lewis.

➢John Lewis received many honorary 

degrees and awards, including the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Sidney Poitier
➢ February 16

➢ Sidney started out in the US Army 

and eventually moved on to try his 

hand at acting.  He failed at first and 

was determined to refine his skills.

➢ Poitier defied racial stereotyping 

and gave a new credibility to black 

actors to mainstream films in the 

Western world.

➢ His first gig was in the Broadway 

production: "Lysistrata,” for which he 

received great reviews and a lot of 

attention.  He was one of very few 

black actors at the time.

➢ Was the first black actor to be 

nominated and to win an Academy 

Award for The Defiant Ones (1958) 

and Lilies of the Field (1963) 

respectively.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Nina Simone
➢ February 17

➢ Simone was a recording artist that 

covered a variety of genres from: jazz, 

soul, folk, R&B, gospel and pop.

➢ Recorded a song called 

“Mississippi Goddamn” in 1964 which 

was in response to the racial 

inequality that was so prevalent in the 

United States.  Particularly, this was a 

response to the murder of Medgar 

Evers and the bombing of a church in 

Birmingham, Alabama which killed 

four black children.

➢ Continued to write songs to build 

awareness of the oppression and 

inequalities for the black population.

➢ Ultimately created what is known as 

the National Anthem of Black 

America: Young, Gifted and Black.

Source:

Wikipedia.com

Youtube.com



“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
➢ February 18

➢ This song is also known as “the National Black Anthem.”

➢ It is sung by African-Americans as a way to show patriotism and hope for the 

future.  It can also be seen as a way to speak out against racism and inequality.

➢ The first verse is most commonly heard:

“Lift ev'ry voice and sing,

'Til earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list'ning skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on 'til victory is won.”

Source:

Wikipedia.com, youtube.com



Mae Jemison
➢ February 19

➢ Jemison was the first African-

American woman to travel into space.

➢ Was a member of the Space 

Shuttle Endeavor and spent seven 

days in space.

➢ Graduated from Stanford University 

on a National Achievement 

Scholarship.

➢ Spent time in the Peace Corps 

teaching and doing medical research.

➢ Currently working on systems to 

improve health care in West Africa.

➢ Has established and founded 

several groups dedicated to educating 

others, improving the environment, 

and developing space technology.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Brown v. Board of

Education of Topeka

➢ February 20

➢ Famous court case in 1954.

➢ United States Supreme Court ruled 

that it was unconstitutional to 

segregate public schools based on 

race.

➢ There were thirteen plaintiffs 

speaking on behalf of twenty children 

that were affected in four schools.

➢ Schools in Topeka, Kansas were 

separated by race under a Kansas 

law passed in 1879.

➢ Monroe Elementary School (seen 

here) was the one in which Linda 

Brown, daughter of the plaintiff- Oliver 

Brown, attended after the ruling.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Underground 

Railroad terminology

➢ February 21

➢ The Underground Railroad System 

had its own jargon.  Here are some of 

the terms that would be used:

➢ “Station” = hiding place

➢ “Stationmaster” = one who would hide 

slaves in their home

➢ “Passengers/Cargo” = escaped slaves

➢ “A friend of a friend” = the secret 

password for the Underground Railroad

➢ “Freedom Train / Gospel Train” = code 

name for the Underground Railroad

➢ “Stockholder” = donor of money, food or 

clothing to the Underground Railroad

➢ “The wind blows from the South today” = 

warning of slave bounty hunters nearby

➢ “Agent” = coordinator

➢ “Shepherds” = people escorting slaves

➢ “Heaven / Promised Land” = Canada

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Daniel Hale Williams
➢ February 22

➢ Graduated from Northwestern 

University in the school of medicine.

➢ In 1893, Williams repaired the torn 

pericardium of a man who had 

suffered a knife wound to the heart.

➢ Williams was only the second 

person at this time to perform surgery 

around the heart area.

➢ It is thought by some that Williams 

was the first man to perform open-heart 

surgery.  This is controversial since

some do not consider operations on the

pericardium “true open-heart surgery.”

➢ Williams went on to be Surgeon-in-

Chief in Washington D.C. under 

President Grover Cleveland.  He also 

established a training school for 

African-American nurses at this facility.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Stevie Wonder
➢ February 23

➢ Wonder is a famous singer, song-

writer, record producer, musician and 

social activist.

➢ He has recorded over thirty Top Ten 

Hits.

➢ Winner of twenty-two Grammy 

Awards, which is a record for a solo-

artist.

➢ Wonder also won an Oscar and has 

been inducted in the Rock and Roll 

and Songwriters Hall of Fames.

➢ Has made a significant impact to 

R&B and Pop music.  Many present-

day artists refer to Stevie as their 

influence/inspiration.

➢ Wonder has been blind since 

childbirth.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Harriett Tubman
➢ February 24

➢ was an American abolitionist and 

political activist.

➢ Born into slavery, Tubman escaped 

and subsequently made some 13 

missions to rescue approximately 70 

enslaved people, including family and 

friends,[2] using the network of 

antislavery activists and safe houses 

known as the Underground Railroad. 

➢ In her later years, Tubman was an 

activist in the movement for women's 

suffrage.

Source:

Wikipedia.com



Muhammad Ali
➢ February 25

➢ Ali is a retired American boxer who 

was named “Sportsman of the Century” 

by Sports Illustrated.

➢ Winner of the World Heavyweight 

Boxing championship three times, North 

American Boxing Federation 

championship, and Olympic gold medal.

➢ He is remembered by his masterful 

self-promotions, psychological tactics 

before, during, and after fights and his 

supreme skill that enabled him to scale 

the heights and sustain his position. 

➢ The Muhammad Ali Center in 

Louisville, Kentucky was built in honor 

of Ali’s achievements and focuses on 

core themes of peace, social 

responsibility, respect, and personal 

growth. 

Source:

Wikipedia.com



1966 Texas Western 

(UTEP) Basketball

➢ February 26

➢ First time an NCAA Division I School 

had an all black starting line-up.

➢ Led by Don Haskins, this team went 

on to win the NCAA Division I 

Championship in Men’s Basketball.

➢ Thought by some to be the team that 

changed American sports.

➢ The impact that UTEP’s 

championship had on the nation was 

huge.  Many other major state 

universities went on to recruit black 

athletes.

➢ The movie Glory Road is based on 

this true story.

Source:

Wikipedia.com

Espn.com



Frederick Douglass

➢ February 27

➢ A former slave, Douglass went on to 

be an American abolitionist, editor, 

orator, author, statesman and reformer. 

➢ Douglass is considered one of the 

most prominent figures of African 

American history during his time, and 

one of the most influential lecturers and 

authors in American history.

➢ Firmly believed in equality for all 

people regardless of race, sex, etc.

➢ Participated in several projects and 

movements in order to gain equality for 

all human beings.

➢ Published a series of newspapers 

called The North Star, which had the 

motto: "Right is of no sex—Truth is of no 

color—God is the Father of us all, and 

we are all Brethren".

Source:

Wikipedia.com



George Washington 

Carver

➢ February 28

•George Washington Carver was a 
great scientist and teacher. He was 
a master of the applied sciences.

•He is a great role model for Career, 
Technical, and Agricultural 
Education students who aspire to 
influence their areas of expertise, as 
Carver did in his field.

•Carver created or improved over 
400 products in his career, many of 
them derived from the peanut and 
sweet potatoes

•He also made house paints from 
natural Alabama clays, which were 
used in various institutions in his 
home state

Source:

CTAEIR.org


